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Even the biggest cities depend on trees for
natural beauty, air purification, and shade.

Perfect for kids aged 6 to 8, A Kid’s Guide to
Backyard Trees is an illustrated nature guide
highlighting 40 of the most readily available

specimens that can be found in our own
backyards! This essential handbook not only
encourages young naturalists to get outside

and explore nature, but also contains
fascinating facts about some of our most

common trees—including how to identify them
from their bark, leaves, flowers, fruits, and

seeds. Also included is a DIY project, a log for
keeping track of finds, important information
on tree conservation, and a glossary of tree-

related terms. This guide’s portable size makes
it easy to use on the go, whether in a pocket,

backpack, or bike basket. 

A Kid’s Guide to Backyard
Trees offers an inside look into

some of the United States’
most common trees, as well as

numerous ways for kids to
engage with the outdoors and

conservation efforts.
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UTAH PUBLISHER IS GETTING KIDS OUTSIDE 
THIS EARTH DAY WITH LATEST TITLE

A Kid’s Guide to Backyard Trees is an interactive nature
guide to the 40 most common trees in the U.S. that makes

the outdoors exciting and accessible to all.

February 22, 2025

PORTLAND, Ore. – In Gibbs Smith’s forthcoming
title A Kid’s Guide to Backyard Trees, author Felicia
Brower and illustrator Nicole LaRue join forces to
inspire and educate young naturalists. This
illustrated and interactive field guide—launching
just in time for Earth Day on April 22 and Arbor Day
on April 25—highlights 40 of the most common
trees in the United States and presents fun facts,
identification characteristics and so much more in
an exciting and easy-to-understand manner. This
book is the latest in Gibbs Smith’s A Kids Guide To...
series, all of which are designed to get kids
interested in the outdoors and invested in
conservation efforts.

“This book is a perfect way to get kids outside for
Earth Day—and just in time for summer break, too!”
Says Gibbs Smith President and Publisher Suzanne
Taylor. “It’s more important than ever that we
nurture kids’ interests not just in the outdoors, but
in its preservation and conservation as well.” 

Following the book’s release, author, nature writer and sustainability expert Felicia
Brower will be leading events in Colorado, Utah, California and Oregon at local parks,
state forests, children’s museums and more. 

For more information on A Kid’s Guide to Backyard Trees, please visit the Gibbs
Smith website.

###

About Gibbs Smith
Gibbs Smith is an employee-owned, mission-driven independent publisher and distributor. We are also
a Certified B Corporation. We strive to positively impact the community we serve, including employee
owners, local communities, and the book and education industries. The company has occupied the
same barn office since 1973 in Layton, Utah, plus a warehouse and distribution center in nearby
Kaysville. In total, the company has more than 80 employee-owners living throughout the United
States. Gibbs Smith now includes two segments: Gibbs Smith Book & Gift (which includes 7 Cats Press)
and Gibbs Smith Education. We also distribute books for clients: Lil' Libros, Angel City Press, and Bitty
Bao.
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april 22 - 6pm
tree climbing launch party

In partnership with Tree Climbing
Colorado, this Washington Park launch

party is perfect for the whole family!

The $35 ticket price will admit families

of up to 4 to an author Q&A and open

tree climbing experience. Attendees will

also receive complimentary A Kid’s

Guide to Backyard Trees bookmarks

printed on wildflower seed paper. 

April 25 - 5pm
guided tree walk

This Arbor Day, join author Felicia

Brower on a guided walk through

Denver’s City Park. Learn about the

park’s trees, their significance, and how

to identify them. Kids will receive a

backyard trees sticker “passport” to

keep track of what they see!

April 27 - 2pm
discovery gateway
children’s museum

Join author Felicia Brower and

illustrator Nicole LaRue for a Q&A and

learning session at Salt Lake City’s

Discovery Gateway! Kids will receive a

backyard trees sticker “passport,” and

all attendees will be entered into a

raffle for a change to win a one-of-a-

kind illustrated tree poster.

april 30 - 4pm
palo alto children’s library
Join Felicia Brower for a family-friendly

lesson on the importance of nature

conservation at the only children’s

library in the U.S. After the learning

session, she will lead a tree walk

through the library’s grounds.

Attendees will receive stickers printed

with illustrations from the book.

a kid’s guide to backyard
trees author tour



may 2 - 6pm
calaveras big trees

state park
While trees don’t have to be big to be

beautiful, it can be awe-inspiring to look

up at trees as tall as skyscrapers.

Beginning in the park’s own bookstore,

author Felicia Brower and park rangers

will lead a guided and interactive walk

through one of California’s most

magnificent forests. Participants will

receive illustrated postcards printed on

wildflower seed paper.

may 4 - 2pm
Oregon museum of science

and industry
Portland isn’t just the city of roses—it’s

full of trees too! Free with the purchase

of museum admission, Felicia Brower

will be hosting a live workshop of the

DIY activity from her book. And it will all

be done with leaves collected from the

museum’s grounds! In addition to

artwork of their own creation,

participants will receive bookmarks

printed with illustrations from the book.

a kid’s guide to backyard
trees author tour


